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Applicant requests review of the final rejection in the above-identified application. No amendments are being filed 
with this request 



This request is being filed with a notice of appeal. 
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to the Commissioner for Patents on: 
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Date of sigoature and transmission 



By. 




/illiam J. Clemens 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of: PETER SPffiSS ) 


Group Axt Unit: 3654 


Serial No.: 10/677,989 ) 


Examiner: E. Pico 


Filed: October 2, 2003 ) 


Attorney Docket: 16565 


For: DOOR WITH SLIDING DOOR LEAF ) 


Confirmation No.: 9067 


AND WITH GUIDE MEANS 1 





Connnissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexajadria, VA 22313-1450 



PRE-APPEAL BRIEF REQUEST FOR REVIEW 



Honorable Sir: 

Review of the above-identified application is requested for the following reasons: 

1. In Ihe Final OfQce Action dated April 22, 2008, the Examiner rejected Claims 1-3, 5-7 
and 9-12 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) a$ being unpatentable over Steele U.S. Patent No. 3255807 in 
view of McAulay U.S. Patent No. 3523390. 

2. Regarding Claim 1, the Examiner identijHed the following sliding door components in 
Steele: a door leaf 22 having a jBront surface and an edge ^ui&ce 48> shown as the bottom edge of 
the front surfece; a guide surface 38 for guiding the door leaf 22; at least one guide element 50, 
52 having an axis of rotation extendijog generally perpendicular to the edge surface 48; and a 
movable belt 40 engaging the at least one guide element 50, 52 and having a portion -which 
contacts the guide surface 38 during sliding of the door leaf 22. (Final Office Action paragraphs 
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3-8) Regarding McAulayj the Exaximcr identified the followiag sliding door components: a 
door leaf 10 having a front surface and an edge surface 26 extending perpendicular to the frot^t 
surface; a guide surface 21, 22 for guiding the door leaf, ihe guide surface being generally 
parallel to the front surface of the door leaf; at least one guide element 24 having an axis of 
rotation extending generally perpendicular to the edge surface 26. (Final Office Action 
paragraphs 10-13) According to the Examiner, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to extend the edge surface disclosed by Steele 
perpendicular to the front surface as taught by McAulay and make the guide surface disclosed by 
Steele generally parallel to the front surface of the door leaf as taught by McAulay to facilitate 
the guidance of the bottom edge of a horizontal sliding door and assure the reliability of 
operation of the door guide v^hen there is a variation in the transverse force on the door. (Final 
Office Action paragraph 1 4) 

3, Regarding Claim 1 1, the Examiner identified the following sliding door components in 
Steele: a door leaf 22 having a front surface and an edge surface 4H; guide elements SO, 52 
mounted on the edge surface 48 and having an axis of rotation extending generally perpendicular 
to a plane of the edge surfece 48; and a movable belt 40 engaging the guide elements 50, 52, the 
movable belt having a portion adapted for contact with a guide surfece 38 during sliding of the 
door leaf 22 relative to the guide surface 38, the guide surface 38 extending in a plane generally 
perpendicular to the plane of the edge surface 48. (Final Office Action paragraphs 22-25) 1 he 
Examiner identified the following elevator door components in McAulay: at least one elevator 
door leaf 10 having a front surface and an edge surface 26 extending peipendicular to the front 
surface; and at least one guide element 24 mounted on the edge surface 26 and having an axis of 
rotation 28 extending generally perpendicular to a plane of the edge surface 6, (Final Office 
Action paragraphs 27-29) According to the Examiner, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to extend the edge suifece disclosed by Steele 
perpendicular to the front surface as taught by McAulay to facilitate the guidance of the bottom 
edge of a horizontal sliding door and assure the reliability of operation of the door guide when 
there is a variation in the fransverse force on tibie door. (Final Office Action paragraph 30) 

16565 
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4. Regarding Claim 1, the Examiner admitted that Steele is silent concerning a sliding 
door comprising: the edge surface extending perpendicular to the front surface; and the guide 
surface being generally parallel to the front surfece of the door leaf, (Final Olfice Action 
paragraph 9) Regarding Claim 1 1, the Examiner admitted thai Steele is silent concerning a door 
used in an elevator installation comprising: an edge surfece extending perpendicular to the j&ont 
surface. (Final Office Action paragraph 26) 

5. The component that the Exanainer characterizes as the edge surface of the Steele door 
element 22 is not a surface of the door. The door element 22 terminates at a lower end 30 having 
a curved surface. (Col 2, Lines 44-47) Attached to the lower end 30 of the door 22 is a gasket 
46. (Col. 3 J Line 1) The gasket 46 has a downwardly depending supporting web 48 to which are 
rotatably secured end rollers 50 and smaller rollers 52. (Col. 3, Lines 1-4) Hius, not only is the 
Steele threshold 38 not parallel to the front surface of the door 22, but the axes of the rollers 50, 
52 are not perpendicular to the edge surfece at the lower end 30 of the door 22 as required by 
Applicant's claims, 

6. Furthermore, the combination of Steele and McAulay proposed by the Examiner 
requires substantial modifications that would not be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 
The supporting member 38 is shown in Steele as extending horizontally in all directions well 
beyond the front surface 24, the rear surface 26 and the sides 32, 34 of the door element 22. Note 
that Steele states that is an object of the invention to provide a sliding door that "does not require 
specially constructed guideways in the threshold'', (Col, 1, Lines 22-27) Thus, Steele teaches 
away from the use of the McAulay door sill 17 that has a groove 20 with vertically extending 
sidewalls 21, 22, 

7. Regarding Claim 3, the Examiner stated that Steele discloses the guide surface 38 is 
disposed in the door leaf 22 and the guide element 50, 52 is attached to a region of a door frame 
30 for the door leaf 2?. The Steele threshold 38 is nut disposed in the door element 22. Also, tibie 
Steele lower end 30 is part of the door element 22 such that the rollers 50, 52 are not attached to 
a region of a door frame for the door leaf The only parts of a door frame shown by Steele are the 
head jamb 36 and the threshold 38, (CoL 2, Lines 47-49) 
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8. There is no combination of Steele and McAulay that anticipates the invention recited in 
Applicant's ckinns of record. 



Frascr Clemens Martin & Miller LLC 
28366 Kensijogton Lane 
Perrysburg, Ohio 43551-4163 
419-8744100 
419-874-1130 (FAX) 
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Respectfully submitted^ 




William ^^j^mens, Reg. No. 26,855 
(248) 960-2100 
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